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was burned, he wished to march on the other; bi
his lieutenants murmured: "What! no rest? A;
we to march again ? To push on to the north ? 1
go to meet the winter, as if it would not come soc
enough ? " When the Emperor took counsel wii
them, they all dissuaded him from this course. Oi
day at Saint Helena he said, "If it had been tl
month of August, we should have marched on Sail
Petersburg." In the middle of September it was tc
late.

The burning of Moscow lasted through the 171
and the 18th; the 19th it slackened;  the  20th
stopped.    Since the Kremlin had escaped, Napoleon
went back thither, imagining that his presence in the
city of the Czars, even if it were in ashes, would
augment his glory, and that the Emperor Alexander
would decide to sue for peace.

At the Kremlin Napoleon occupied a vast but
nearly unfurnished apartment; he had there his little
iron camp-bed, which he always carried with him to
the castles in which he slept in his campaigns. HLs
windows looked out on the Moskowa. Being struck
by the vast number of crows and ravens that were
cawing about, he said, impatiently, " Heavens I are
these birds of evil going to follow me everywhere ? "
He found consolation in looking at the portrait of
the King of Rome, which he had placed in his bed-
room. Marshal Davout wrote to las wife, September
22: "I have seen the portrait of the King of Rome*
I can say nothing about the likeness, for I have